
Nominations may be made by any IGS member except 
for members of the Awards Committee. Under the IGS 
Awards ru les any IGS member can nominate himse lf/her
self for any award. The Publications Committee , Educa
tion Committee, Corporate Members Committee and 
IGS Chapters will be invi ted to make nominations. 

Candidates who have been nominated will be con
tacted by the IGS Secretary. Candidates will be asked to 
agree to stand fo r an award and will be required to submit 
materials as directed by the Awards Committee. All nomi
nations and award ent ries wiII be carried out in the strict
est confidence by the IGS Secretary and the Awards Com
mittee. 

IGS Awards Committee 

The Awards Committee will comprise five regular 
members including its chairman (all members will be ap
pointed by the officers of the 1GS). The members will be 
selected so as to represent a broad cross-section of geosyn
the tic-related technologies. The Secretary of the IGS will 
attend alI meetings of the Awards Committee as an ob
server and coordinator. 

The IGS Awards rules contain more details than can be 
described in the space available in this newsletter. The full 
text of the IGS Awards rules can be obtained by contacting 
the Secretary of the 1GS, Mr. Wim Voskamp at the address 
given on page 19 of this newsletter. 

reported by RJ Bathurst 

Personal Memories on the Formation 
of the IGS 

by J-P. Giroud, Past-President of the IGS 
A few weeks ago, I was attending the 7th Ita lian Con

fere nce on Geosynthetics in Bologna. The 1GS logo was 
on the wall , the IGS President , Professor Kerry Rowe, was 
at the podium, several members of the IGS Council from 
Europe, Asia, and North America were on the program as 
speakers, and many members of the newly formed Italian 
Chapter of the 1GS were attending. Professor Jean -Pierre 
Gourc was seated next to me (still adding twenty slides to 
the prese nta tion he was going to make ten minutes later) 
and he said, "You started this 10 yea rs ago, but today, even 
if you wanted to stop it, you could not." In a nutshell, it 
was the best measure of the success of the IGS: we cannot 
stop it. 

How could we stop the two thousand readers of IGS 
News? How could we stop the thousands who attend con
fe rences or meetings sponsored by the IGS or its chap
ters? How could we stop the many thousands who use geo
synthe tics and benefit - directly or indirectly - from the 
IGS? Certainly, hard work by a few is necessary to keep 
the organization running, but, clearly, the IGS has 
reached the point of no re turn, the critical mass: there are 
volunteers to accomplish the essential tasks required by 
the management of the society, there are volunteers to or
ganize local activities under the auspices of the 1GS, there 
are volunteers to organize international conferences, etc. 

The organization of the second international confer
ence on geotextiles, to be he ld in 1982, prompted discus
sions on the formation of an international society. O n 23 
June 1980, in Chicago, I was chairing a meeting of the or
ganizing committee and an important item on the agenda 
was the selection of the name of the conference. We con
sidered the name "Second International Conference on 
Geotextiles", thereby recognizing the precedent set by the 
International Confere nce on the Use of Fabrics in Geo
technics held in Paris in 1977 and setting a trend for the 
organization of our emerging discipline. However, one 
member of the committee objected that since the confer
ence held in Paris was not called the "fi rst" conference, it 
was not appropriate to calI our conference the "second". 
To which I replied that a good husband would not call his 

wife " my first wife" while he is married to her. The name 
of the conference was adopted and the minutes of the 
meeting read: 

"The official name will be Second International 
Conference on Geotextiles. This name implies 
that the conference held in Paris in 1977 is recog
nized as the first one and that a third conference 
could be org:mized in 1986 o r 1987. Also implied 
is that an International Society on Geotextiles 
should be created." 

Clearly, in paranel to organizing the Second Interna
tion al Conference, it was important to promote the 
formation of an International Society on Geotextiles. An 
essential first step in any international activity is to gener
ate interest in as ma ny countries as possible. The opportu
nity to meet representatives from European countries 
arose with the Swiss Symposium on Geotextiles to be held 
on 4 March 1982 in Zurich, a very central location. On 30 
January 1982, I called Professor Charles Schaere r, the or
ganizer of this one-day symposium, and suggested that a 
meeting be held to discuss the "creation of an internation
al society on geotextiles", as phrased in the letter of con
firmation sent the next day. Professor Schaerer, always 
enthusiastic, agreed to organize the meeting, and both of 
us invited key geotextile specialists from European coun
tries. The meeting held on 4 March 1982 was attended by 
25 participants from 7 countries. I started the meeting by 
presenting what cou ld be the goals and the orga niza tion of 
an international society and, after discussion, all agreed 
that an international society should be formed. Professor 
Schaerer prepared the minutes of this historic meeting. 

Having secured the support of key European profes
sionals, I presented the concept to North American pro
fessionals at a meeting held in conjunction with a meeting 
of the American Society for Testing and Materials 
(ASTM) in Toronto, Canada, on 25 June 1982. The par
ticipants of both the Zurich and Toronto meetings were in
vited to attend a meeting to be held on 4 August 1982, in 
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Las Vegas, in conjunction with the Second International 
Conference on G eotextiles. 

The meeting in Las Vegas was an impressive success: 
150 participants from 34 countries, according to the min
utes prepared by Professor Ara Arman . After I presented 
the concept of an international society on geotextiles, a 
couple of participants asked if the re was really a need for 
such a society, which turned out be extremely useful, be
cause it gave me an opportunity to re iterate some key 
points in favou r of a society and call for a vote a t an early 
stage of the meeting. This crucial moment in the infancy 
of the IGS is recorded as fo llows in the minutes prepared 
by Professor Arman: 

"Dr. Giroud asked that the assembly vote on the 
desirability of such a society, and he asked for a 
show of hands. The majori ty of approximately 
150 participants voted for the formation of such 
an organization. T here were a few abstaining 
votes and no opposition." 

At that moment, everybody in this international as
sembly knew that an international society would be 
formed. The rest of the meeting consisted of long discus
sions on the formation of an interim committee and the 
tasks of the committee. In particul ar a quasi-unanimous 
vote (one against, no abstention) indicated that, in addi
tion to preparing the by-laws of the society, the interim 
committee would select the venue of the Third Interna
tional Conference (no discussion about the numbering!) 
and a vote was taken for the date of the Third Conference: 
14 votes in favour of th ree years after the Second Confer
ence, 19 votes in favour of five years, and the rest of the 
approxi mately 150 participants in favour of fo ur years. 

The interim committee worked diligently under the 
chairmanship of Professor Schaere r. In particular, Guy 
Massenaux should be acknowledged for the preparation 
of the by- laws for the society. 

O n 10 November 1983,14 of the members of the inter
im committee met in Paris for the official founding of the 
society, which occurred at 16:08 according to the minutes 
of the meeting. The list of those present at the inaugural 
meeting may be found in IGS News, Vo1.5, No.2, July 1989, 
page 2. A group of members had prepared nominations 
for officers. Professor Schaerer, who had played an active 
role in the original meeting in Zurich and who had chaired 
the interim committee was a logical choice for president, 
to ensure continuity until the first General Assembly to be 
held in 1986, on the occasion of the Third Interna tional 
Conference. Guy Massenaux was the obvious choice as 
the secretary, and every IGS member knows how much 
work he did for our society. To my great surprise, my name 
was on the slate as past-president! The group explained 
that their intent was to recognize what I had done for the 
formation of the society. However touching the intention 
was, I did not agree. I thought my role in IGS should be 
more in the future than in the past and was very honoured 
in 1986 to be the first president elected by a General As
sembly held at an international conference . 

A nother essential step was the broadening of the scope 
of the IGS to include geomembranes. T he occasion was 
provided by the International Conference on Geomem
branes, held in Denver, Colorado in 1984. As I was chair
ing the organizing committee of that conference, it had 
been easy to schedule a meeting where "a proposal from 

the existing International Geotextile Society will be 
made" regarding " the possible addition of geomembrane 
professional interests within the exis ting society or fo rm
ing a new geomembrane society" , according to the offic ial 
program of the conference. 

The meeting, which took place on 23 June 1984, was at
tended by 57. I indicated that the IGS Council had agreed 
to broaden the scope of the IGS to include geomem
branes. It was decided to form a committee composed ex
clusively of geomembrane specialists fro m seven coun
tries, co-chaired by Piero Sembenelli and Robert Wallace. 
The committee met the next day and accepted the offer 
from the IGS. The by-laws of the IGS were then amended 
to incl ude no t only geomembranes, but also all re lated 
products . 

Most of those who were involved in the early meetings 
mentioned above are still active in the field of geosyn thet
ics. However, it is important to note that, in the present 
IGS Council, there are only two of these "founding fa
thers", Professor Masami Fukuoka and myself. This at
tests to the vitality of the IGS. In particular, I am de
lighted to have been succeeded by such an o utstanding 
president as Professor Rowe, and, even Guy Massenaux 
who was considered irreplaceable, has been replaced by 
an excellent secretary, Wim Voskamp . At the same time, 
continuity among the office rs has been ensured by Pete 
Stevenson who has served with great dedication as trea
surer with all three presidents. 

As mentioned above, during the discussion preceding 
the formation of the IGS, questions often asked were: Do 
we really need to create "another" international society? 
Shouldn't we all join an existing society? History shows 
that the right decision was made. No existing society 
would have treated, as equal, polymer scientists and geo
technical engineers, textile manufacturers and earthwork 
contractors. No existing society would have provided an 
open forum for civil engineering and the synthetics indus
try as the IGS does. No existing socie ty could command 
the authority that is given to the IGS. T he IGS enjoys this 
authority because every member - individual and corpo
rate - knows that the IGS emanates from all of us, in a 
very open manner. Without the au thority of the IGS, 
some dispute on the venue of an international conference 
or other matter would have al ready split our profession 
into geographic and/or interest groups, as has occurred in 
other disciplines. 

Today, we take the IGS for granted. May the personal 
memories evoked above help our young members under
stand where we come from and realize that, without the 
IGS, their profession would be differen t today. Geosyn
the tics engineering is now a respected discipline that at
tracts outstanding professionals, in great part because the 
IGS has given this discipline a foundation and a prestige 
that many other disciplines envy. 

Many dedicated people have worked hard for the suc
cess of the IGS and deserve our gratitude. I have been 
very fortunate to be so closely associated with them while 
being involved with the formation of IGS. It is a great priv
ilege to have an opportunity to do something valuable for 
our profession and to work with outstanding profession
als. 

I wish the IGS and our profession many more decades 
of success and look fo rward to helping young generations 
to pursue and expand the achievements of the IGS. 
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